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1. PURPOSE.

NOTE: Pilots operating aircraft with two or more pilots on the flight deck 
under 14 CFR parts 91, 121, 125, or 135, refer to the current edition of 
AC 120-74, Parts 91, 121, 125, and 135 Flightcrew Procedures During Taxi 
Operations, to avoid causing a runway incursion. 

2. CANCELLATION.

3. FOCUS.

4. RELATED READING MATERIAL. 

a. FAA ACs (current editions). 



b. Other Guidance. 

c. Web Sites. 

5. BACKGROUND. 

a. Need for SOPs.

b. Development of SOPs.



6. USE OF SOPs.

7. SINGLE-PILOT PROCEDURES. 

a. General.

b. Planning. 

.

(1) Review Items.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(2) Briefing Items.



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

NOTE: It is highly recommended that part 91 operators, flight schools, and 
certificated flight instructors (CFI) instruct pilots and students in the 
meaning and use of airport diagrams. It is also recommended that flight 
schools and CFIs require pilots and students to have and use current airport 
diagrams for departure, arrival, and alternate airports. 

(e)

CAUTION: A potential pitfall of pretaxi and prelanding planning is setting 
expectations and then receiving different instructions from ATC. Pilots need 
to follow the clearance or instructions that are actually received, and not the 
ones they expected to receive. 

(f)

(g)



(h)

NOTE: After the entire aircraft crosses over the landing runway’s hold 
short line, conduct after-landing checklist items, based upon company 
procedures, before contacting ATC for taxi instructions. 

(i)

(j)

c. Pilot/Passenger Communications. 

d. Situational Awareness (SA).

(1)

(2)

(3)



NOTE: A fundamental concept of improving monitoring is realizing that 
many pilot errors occur when one or more pilots are off-frequency or doing 
heads-down work, such as programming an FMS/GPS. Therefore, pilots
should perform all high workload duties before beginning to taxi. Otherwise, 
performing these duties during taxi can have significant safety implications. 

(4)

(5)

CAUTION: Exercise increased awareness when taxing in between active 
parallel runways. 

(6)

(7)

(8)

NOTE: ATC should be contacted any time there is a concern about a 
potential conflict.  

(9)

NOTE: If radio communications are unusually quiet, suspect radio 
problems/stuck microphone, contact ATC and look for light gun signals.   

(10)



(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

e. Use of Written Taxi Instructions.

(1)

(2)



f. ATC/Pilot Communication.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

g. Taxiing.

(1)



(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

h. Use of Exterior Aircraft Lights to Make Aircraft More Conspicuous.

(1) General. 

NOTE: Because adherence to the guidelines in this AC are voluntary and 
aircraft equipment varies, pilots are cautioned not to rely solely on the status 



of an aircraft’s lights to determine the intentions of the pilot(s) of the other 
aircraft. Additionally, pilots must remember to comply with operating 
limitations on the aircraft’s lighting systems. 

(2) Exterior Lights.

(a) Engines Running. 

(b) Taxiing.

(c) Crossing a Runway.

CAUTION: Pilots should consider any adverse effects to safety that 
illuminating the forward-facing lights will have on the vision of other pilots 
or ground personnel during runway crossings.  

(d) Entering the Departure Runway for Takeoff or LUAW.

except for 
landing lights 

(e) At Night, and When Cleared to LUAW.

(f)Takeoff. 

8. SUMMARY.

9. APPENDICES TO THIS AC.







APPENDIX 1. AIRPORT SURFACE OPERATIONS AT NON-TOWERED AIRPORTS 
AND AIRPORTS WHEN THE TOWER IS CLOSED 

Runway Incursion Avoidance Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) Items 

NOTE: For more information about operations at non-towered airports, 
refer to the current versions of Advisory Circular (AC) 90-42, Traffic 
Advisory Practices at Airports without Operating Control Towers and AC 
90-66, Recommended Standard Traffic Patterns and Practices for 
Aeronautical Operations at Airports without Operating Control Towers.

1. General. 

2. Planning.

a.

b.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)



3. Situational Awareness (SA). 

4. Communication and Aeronautical Data. 

a.

b.

(1)

(2)

NOTE: Pilots of departing aircraft should monitor/communicate on the 
appropriate frequency from engine start, during taxi, and until 10 miles from 
the airport unless appropriate regulations, local procedures, or operations 
specifications (OpSpecs) require otherwise, or until they contact ATC and 
begin VFR advisories for their enroute flight to their destination.  

5. Taking the Runway. 

CAUTION: Some aircraft operating at airports without operating control 
towers may not be equipped with a radio. Be alert for them. 



APPENDIX 2. PILOT BRIEFING CARD 

In accordance with sections within this advisory circular (AC), the following is a sample pilot 
briefing card to be incorporated as a standard operating procedure (SOP), and to be used with the 

Aircraft Flight Manual (AFM)/pilot’s operating handbook (POH) checklist. 

Preflight Briefing

Airport Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs):  
Airport Instrument approaches - Closed 
taxiways and/or runways. 

Pretaxi Briefing

—Taking off at a Non-Tower or Towered 
Airport. Non-tower:  increase awareness for 
other traffic landing or taking off

Approach Briefing

Any other known risks and intentions.





APPENDIX 3. AIRPORT SURFACE OPERATIONS FOR FLIGHT SCHOOLS AND 
INSTRUCTORS 

In addition to the other sections of this advisory circular (AC), a result of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA)’s interaction with flight schools, the following Best 
Practices were developed. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.



.

10.


